Denig Ancestors
Ancestors of Kate and Dorothy Denig

Garden of Eden, by Ludwig Denig

Kate Stout
Version 1
May 2020

Denig Ancestors: Ancestors of Kate and Dorothy Denig
Author: Kate Stout, published 2020

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0
International License.

You are free to:
•

Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format

•

Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material

•

The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms.

Under the following terms:
•

Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if
changes were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests
the licensor endorses you or your use.

•

NonCommercial — You may not use the material for commercial purposes.

•

ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your
contributions under the same license as the original.

•

No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that
legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits.

The full legal language is here.

Introduction .................................................................................................................................................... 1
Immigration to America ............................................................................................................................................. 1
Things to Know........................................................................................................................................................... 2
The Research ......................................................................................................................................................... 2
About this Genealogy ............................................................................................................................................ 2
Claims to Fame ........................................................................................................................................................... 3
Related to President Nixon ................................................................................................................................... 3
Served in the American Revolution....................................................................................................................... 3
And More............................................................................................................................................................... 3
The Denig Family.............................................................................................................................................. 4
Tree ............................................................................................................................................................................ 4
Ancestors ................................................................................................................................................................... 6
Johan Peter Denig ................................................................................................................................................. 6
Ludwig Denig ......................................................................................................................................................... 7
George Denig ......................................................................................................................................................... 9
Robert McClintock Denig .................................................................................................................................... 10
Howard Elliot Denig ............................................................................................................................................. 11
Kate Denig ........................................................................................................................................................... 12
Dorothy Denig ..................................................................................................................................................... 12
The Harry Family ............................................................................................................................................ 13
Tree .......................................................................................................................................................................... 14
Ancestors ................................................................................................................................................................. 15
Hugh Harry (Elder)............................................................................................................................................... 15
Hugh Harry .......................................................................................................................................................... 15
James Harry ......................................................................................................................................................... 16
Titus Harry ........................................................................................................................................................... 16
Silas Harry ............................................................................................................................................................ 17
Jane Kirby Harry .................................................................................................................................................. 18
The Jeckyll & Burtchaell Families .................................................................................................................... 19
Tree .......................................................................................................................................................................... 20
Ancestors - Jeckyll .................................................................................................................................................... 21
George Jeckyll (Elder) .......................................................................................................................................... 21
George Jeckyll...................................................................................................................................................... 21
Harriet Jeckyll ...................................................................................................................................................... 22
Ancestors - Burtchaell .............................................................................................................................................. 22
Edward Burtchaell ............................................................................................................................................... 22
Dora Burtchaell.................................................................................................................................................... 22
About DNA Links ............................................................................................................................................ 24
Samples of DNA Matches......................................................................................................................................... 24
DNA Matches ........................................................................................................................................................... 26
About the Author........................................................................................................................................... 29

Introduction
Howard Denig and his wife Harriet Jeckyll had two children. Kate Denig was born in 1886 in Quincy,
Illinois. Dorothy Denig was also born in Quincy, Illinois in 1890. Kate married Frank Leonard Arnold, from
Brooklyn New York, and Dorothy married Paul Chauldron, from Mobile, Alabama.
This brief genealogy is for their descendants, who may be interested in the family story. In some cases,
the ancestors can be traced back many generations, well into the 1600s. Being able to go that far back is
rare in genealogy, as often there are few records are preserved as we go back in time.
I chose to document just a few branches of a large family tree: the Denigs, the Harrys, and the Jeckylls
and Burtchaells. My motivation was to keep this genealogy short and readable, while showing the main
threads of the background of the Denig ancestors. A fuller family tree is available at clueweaver.com.
The Denig family is of German origins, moving to Pennsylvania in the 1740s. Many of the Denig men
married women of English or Welsh origins, most of whom came from Pennsylvania Quaker families.
Some of these ancestors came to Pennsylvania in the 1680s during the Quaker founding of
Pennsylvania. The Harry family is included in this genealogy to show an example of these early Quaker
families. Hugh Harry, the first of the family to come to Pennsylvania, arrived in 1684. He was the 5 times
great-grandfather of Kate and Dorothy Denig.
The Jeckyll side of the family is Irish, but, surprisingly, some of them have German roots. They were later
immigrants to the United States, migrating during the period of the Irish potato famine in the late 1840s.
This genealogy is based on extensive research of records and documents and supported by DNA
evidence.

Immigration to America
For many of the Denig family immigrants, the motivations for moving were religious or leaving bad
situations in their native country. All the families from the Denig side immigrated to Pennsylvania. The
Jeckyll side came from Ireland and settled in New Jersey and Illinois.
The various families came in four waves of immigration.
•
•
•
•

In the 1680s, Quaker families immigrated as part of the founding of Pennsylvania under William
Penn. They were fleeing strong religious persecution in England and Wales. This includes the
Harry family described in The Harry Family in this genealogy.
Around 1700, a second group of Quakers came. Their details are not included in this genealogy.
In the 1740s, the Denig family, and other German immigrants, many from the Palatine region of
Germany, came to Pennsylvania. They are described in The Denig Family.
In the late 1840s, immigrants from Ireland came to America, fleeing the potato famine. These
included the Jeckyll and Burtchaells, who are described in The Jeckyll & Burtchaell Families.
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Known Immigration Dates of Ancestors
Year

Family

Origin

Arrival

Religion

1684

Richard Few

Market Lavington,
Wiltshire, England

Philadelphia

Quaker

1684

Hugh Harry

Macclinleth,
Montgomery, Wales

Philadelphia

Quaker

1684

William Brinton

Sedgely, Staffordshire,
England

Philadelphia

Quaker

~1700

Thomas Wickersham

Bonley, Sussex, England

Philadelphia

Quaker

~1700

Ann Hogg

Sussex, England

Unsure
(Pennsylvania)

Quaker

1741

Johann Michael
Gundacker

Rorbach, Moselle,
Lorraine

Philadelphia

Lutheran
(Protestant)

1748

Johann Peter Denig

"Palatine"

Philadelphia

Dutch Calvinist
(Protestant)

1849

Edward Burtchaell

Probably Knockbarron,
Ireland

New York City

Protestant

1853

George Jeckyll

Old Ross, Wexford,
Ireland

New York City

Church of Ireland
(Protestant)

Things to Know
The Research
•

•
•

The information in this document is supported by records such as census information, baptisms,
burials, wills, ship’s passenger lists, and Quaker Meeting Notes. If you are interested in more
details about the supporting documents, contact me.
Dates and ages in source documents are sometimes inconsistent.
Dates are missing for some events. When we go back in time, we are lucky when we can find
records. Sometimes there is a marriage record in a parish record, but the baptismal or burial
records are missing. The family may have moved, and we don’t know where. Or we only have
family stories, which may have been written years after the event.

About this Genealogy
•

•

If you see TBD or Tentative next to a person’s name, it means that research is still active. You
should treat this document as a snapshot of ongoing genealogy research. Genealogy researchers
feel like they are never done! MNU means “Maiden Name Unknown”.
Kate and Dorothy’s descendants have not been included to preserve the privacy of living
descendants.
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In descriptions of individuals, each is identified as belonging to a generation. Generation is
counted from Kate and Dorothy Denig. They are the 1st generation. Their parents are the 2nd
generation, grandparents 3rd generation, and so on.
Geoff Arnold, Kate Denig’s grandson, has done DNA testing, and it confirms many of the
relationships described in the documents.

Claims to Fame
When people do family history, sometimes they are looking for a link to someone famous. Many people
enjoy knowing that they are descended from royalty, or that their ancestors came over on the
Mayflower. In this genealogy, there are two interesting facts of that sort.

Related to President Nixon
The descendants of Kate and Dorothy Denig are related to President Richard Nixon. The family
connection goes back to the founding of Pennsylvania. One of the Quaker early settlers was Hugh Harry,
who arrived in in Pennsylvania in 1684. Hugh is an ancestor both Richard Nixon’s mother Hannah
Milhouse and the Harry line shown in this genealogy. When Jane Kirby Harry married Robert Denig, she
connected her Harry line with the Denigs.

Served in the American Revolution
There is also an ancestor who served in the American Revolution. Ludwig Denig served as a private
under Captain Joseph Hubley during the American Revolution. He served from 1781-82 in Lancaster
County. He also signed the “Test Oath” in Lancaster, agreeing that he supported the new American
government.
The oath read:
I do swear (or affirm) that I renounce and refuse all allegiance to George the Third, king of Great
Britain, his heirs and successors; and that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania as a free and independent State, and that I will not at any time
do or cause to be done any matter or thing that will be prejudicial or injurious to the freedom
and independence thereof, as declared by Congress, and also, that I will discover and make
known to some one justice of the peace of said State all treasons or traitorous conspiracies
which I now know or hereafter shall know to be formed against this or any of the United States
of America."
His military service makes his descendants eligible for the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR)
or Sons of the American Revolution (SAR). The DAR and SAR are organizations for people who are
descended from people who assisted in the American Revolution. They offer research opportunities and
do community work.

And More
This genealogy doesn’t focus on some of the early Quaker settlers in Pennsylvania. There are some
fascinating lives, some of which are documented by Quaker Meeting Notes. (Looks like I need to write a
separate document on the Quaker ancestors!)
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The Denig Family
Howard Denig was the father of Kate and Dorothy Denig. The earliest of his Denig-named ancestors was
Johann Peter Denig, who came to the colony of Pennsylvania in 1748.
The Denigs were part of a large German migration to Pennsylvania. Germans first started moving to
Pennsylvania as part of the Quaker migration in the late 1600s. William Penn had traveled in Germany,
encouraging families there to move to Pennsylvania and promising religious freedom. The Palatine was
an area of Germany that had both Protestant and Catholic families and was the scene of many religious
wars during the 1600s and early 1700s. It also had recurring natural disasters, causing crop failures. The
Germans who came to Pennsylvania were mostly Protestant.
The “Pennsylvania Dutch”, which today we mostly think of as Amish and Mennonite communities, were
originally the Pennsylvania “Deustche”, or Germans. They had a variety of different religious beliefs, but
almost all were Protestants. By 1750, 65 years after the beginning of the Pennsylvania settlements,
there were about 100,000 Germans in Pennsylvania.
Intolerance of immigrants is nothing new. Benjamin Franklin, who we now think of as a model of
tolerance and rationality, said in 1755:
Why should the Palatine Boors* be suffered to swarm into our Settlements, and by
herding together establish their Language and Manners to the Exclusion of ours?
Why should Pennsylvania, founded by the English, become a Colony of Aliens, who
will shortly be so numerous as to Germanize us instead of our Anglifying them, and
will never adopt our Language or Customs…?
* insulting term for the German immigrants

Tree
The tree below shows some of the Denig ancestors of Kate and Dorothy’s father, Howard Denig. All of
his ancestors won’t fit neatly on one page, so another tree in The Harry Family shows earlier
generations.
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Ancestors
Johan Peter Denig
~1730-1794

Parents unknown

m. 1) Philippina Denig ~ 1730 - 1770
Direct Ancestor

Generation: 6

m. 2) Elizabeth Strohm

Confirmed by DNA: Yes

Immigration: 1748

Johann Peter Denig was born about 1730 in Germany. He was also known as Peter.
He arrived in Philadelphia in 1748 on the ship “The Two Captains”. The immigrants were called
“Palatines” and the ship sailed from Rotterdam to Portsmouth, England to Philadelphia. He first settled
in the city of Lancaster, Pennsylvania.
He married Philippina, whose birth name is unknown, in about 1754. They had at least two children.
Philippina died in 1770. Peter subsequently married Elizabeth Strohm, in about 1774. They had at least
five children.
Peter was a joiner, a woodworker who turned wooden objects like spindles for chair backs or spokes for
wheels. Later in life he was also a wheelwright.
Peter was very religious. In 1755, he gave 1 pound to the building of the “High Dutch Calvinist Church” in
Lancaster. Later he contributed to the fund to buy an organ. The church is now known as the Reformed
Church.

Peter moved to Harrisburg Pennsylvania by 1787. He had a store, owned property, and owned 15 books
in German, mostly scientific or religious works. This was a large library for the period and suggests that
Peter was prosperous and literate.
He died in 1794 in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
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Ludwig Denig
1761-1730

Son of Johann Peter and Philippina Denig

m. 1) Barbara Gundacker 1761-1801

Generation: 5

Direct Ancestor

Confirmed by DNA: Yes

m. 2) Catherine Reges

Ludwig Denig was born in 1761 in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. He was sometimes called “Lewis” later in life.
He married Barbara Gundanker in 1779. Barbara’s father emigrated from the Moselle region of France,
an area that borders Germany. That area has often been German territory and has a strong Germanic
culture. Barbara was born in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Ludwig and Barbara had 12 children, not all of
whom survived to adulthood. In the early part of his life, Ludwig was a shoemaker.
During 1781 and 1782, Ludwig served as a private in the Lancaster County Militia under Captain Joseph
Hubley. He also signed the Test Oath in Lancaster, agreeing that he supported the new American
government.
By 1787 he moved near Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, and lived in that area for the rest of his life. No
longer working as a shoemaker, he opened an apothecary shop. It was a success, and he eventually left
the shop to his eldest son Lewis.
His wife Barbara died in 1801. In 1810 he married Catherine Reges and had three more children with
her.
Ludwig was a deeply religious man. He contributed to the costs of building the Zionist church in
Chambersburg, and created a personal Bible,1 illustrating it with his interpretation of Biblical stories. The
book is written in German, though it appears that Ludwig could also write in English. The images are folk
art, mixing things happening in his time with scenes from the past. His drawings included martyrdoms,
the events around Christ’s crucifixion, and flowers and landscapes. On the front cover of this genealogy
is “The Eden of Apple Trees”, which shows a brick walled garden of the sort one might find in
Pennsylvania.
The next page shows one of these images, The Martyrdom of St. James the Lesser.
Look at the clothing of men persecuting St James. They are dressed in the sort of clothes worn in
colonial Pennsylvania and have a variety of brimmed hats. Some are even wearing feathers in their hats.
The green rolling hills resemble the Pennsylvania landscape, and are dotted with trees that look like
maples or apple trees. The hills certainly are not like the sandy landscape, dotted with brush and olive
trees, that surround the area around Jerusalem. It was not unusual for religious art to use the styles and
places that the artist knew.
In later life, there are many indications that Ludwig was respected by his community. Several times he
was referred to as “Lewis Denig, Esq.”, suggesting he was thought of as a gentleman. The men who
witnessed his will were leaders of the community.
Ludwig died in 1830 in Chambersburg.

1

Images of his book can be seen in a “The Picture-Bible of Ludwig Denig - A Pennsylvania German Emblem Book”
by Don Yoder. It also provides more information about Johann Peter and Ludwig Denig.
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George Denig
1785-1857

Son of Ludwig Denig and Barbara
Gundancker

m. 1) Eliza McClintock 1789-1852

Generation: 4

Direct Ancestor

Confirmed by DNA: Yes

m. 2) Lucy Knapp

George Denig was born in 1785 in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania.
He married Eliza McClintock in 1809 in Chambersburg. She was born in Bedford, Pennsylvania. They had
five children. They moved to McConnellsburg, Pennsylvania in 1813.

George and Eliza McClintock Denig

George was a doctor. He built on his background of working at his father’s apothecary store. He studied
medicine in Chambersburg, but never completed a medical degree. At the time, medicine was a more
practical skill, and many doctors did not have a medical degree, though they often worked with other
doctors to learn the basic skills of medical care. In a history of Fulton County, where Chambersburg is
located, he was described as “especially noted for skill in surgery”. He served on the board of Marshall
College from 1836-1840. In 1838 he wrote a book on midwifery, to help women who were giving birth
who had no doctor available. The book is available here.
The title of George Denig’s book is hardly brief. It is:
“The domestic instructor in midwifery: containing directions for the proper treatment of sexual
diseases of women; for the management of pregnancy, labor, & child-bed; also, for the
treatment of new-born infants. Compiled for the advantage and use of such as have not access
to a physician”
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In 1844 George moved to Columbus, Ohio. His sons, including Robert Denig, also moved there by 1850.
Three of George’s sons were doctors: Augustus, Charles (Chas), and Robert. Two were druggists: Lewis
Alfred and John.
This 1858 Columbus Ohio directory shows how the Denigs were deeply involved in medicine in
Columbus. The only Denig in the directory not involved in medicine is Frank Denig, a clerk, who is
George’s grandson by his son Robert.

1858 Directory listing, Columbus, Ohio
Eliza died in 1852, and in 1857 George married Lucy Knapp. He died in 1875 in Columbus, Ohio.

Robert McClintock Denig
1813-1897

Son of George Denig and
Eliza McClintock

m. 1) Jane Kirby Harry 1817-1861

Generation: 3

Direct Ancestor

Confirmed by DNA: Yes

m. 2) Loretta Broderick 1825-1891

Robert McClintock Denig was born in 1813 in McConnellsburg, Pennsylvania. He was a doctor, trained by
his father. In addition, he studied at Kenyon College in Ohio, and took a medical degree at Jefferson
Medical College in 1838.
In the same year that he took his medical degree, 1838, he married Jane Kirby Harry. Jane was born in
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. Her ancestors are described in The Harry Family. Robert and Jane had
eight children.
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By 1850, the family moved to Columbus, Ohio. In the 1860
census, he was listed as a physician, and has some wealth.
He had real estate worth $7000 and additional $2000 in
personal money. To get a sense of that value, a blacksmith
made about $500-700 a year.
He also held several chairs of departments at medical
colleges, wrote scholarly articles, and spoke at medical
conferences
Jane died in 1861. In 1871, Robert married Loretta
Broderick. Robert died in 1897 in Columbus, Ohio.

Portrait of Robert Denig

Howard Elliot Denig
1847-1931

Son of Robert Denig and Jane Harry

m. 1) Harriet Jeckyll 1863-1895

Generation: 2

Direct Ancestor

Confirmed by DNA: Yes

m. 2) Bertha Koehler 1865-1932

Howard Elliot Denig was born in 1847 in McConnellsburg, Pennsylvania and moved with his parents to
Columbus, Ohio before 1850. He moved and changed jobs more than some of his ancestors. In
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania he was a clerk and salesman in the 1870s, living with his brother Frank. In 1880
he was living in Indianapolis, Indiana and was a bookkeeper and clerk.
He married Harriet Jeckyll in 1885 in LaSalle, Illinois, and they settled in Quincy, Illinois. Harriet’s
ancestors are described in The Jeckyll & Burtchaell Families in this genealogy. He was in his late 30s and
she was 22. He worked for a telegraph and telephone company. They had two daughters, Kate and
Dorothy.
Harriet died in 1895, when her girls were about eight and four. After their mother’s death, Kate and
Dorothy lived with their mother’s parents, George and Dora Jeckyll.
Howard married Bertha Koehler in 1901. He died in 1931 in Chicago, Illinois.
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Kate Denig
1886-1980

Daughter of Howard Denig and Harriet Jeckyll

m. Frank Leonard Arnold 1881-1968

Generation: 1
Confirmed by DNA: Yes

Kate Denig was born in 1886 in Quincy, Illinois. After her mother’s
death in 1895, she and her sister Dorothy lived with their mother’s
parents, George and Dora Jeckyll. By 1900, they were living in Kansas
with them. Kate graduated from Bethany College in Lindsborg,
Kansas in 1901. She was only 14. In 1903, when their grandparents
moved to Atlanta Georgia, the sisters moved with them. They lived
with their father again in 1909 in Lafayette, Indiana.
Kate was living in New York City by 1920. She worked in a detective
agency, and family stories claim she was “the first woman Pinkerton
detective”. Another woman who worked at Pinkerton during the
American Civil War can actually claim that honor. But perhaps Kate
did work as an investigator.
She married Frank Leonard Arnold in 1921, when she was 34. It’s
possible that her work and his may have brought them together. He
worked for a group that tried to prevent insurance fraud. Perhaps his
group hired the detective agency to investigate some insurance scam.
They had one son, Robert, who survived to adulthood.
Kate was a writer and a syndicated columnist for the Hearst newspapers. She also published poetry in
newspapers. She and Frank lived first in the Bronx, and then Rutherford New Jersey. By 1930, they were
living in Ridgewood, New Jersey where they lived until Frank’s death in 1968. Kate moved to North
Carolina, where her sister and some of her sister’s children lived. Kate died there in 1980.

Dorothy Denig
1890-1978

Daughter of Howard Denig and Harriet Jeckyll

m. Paul De Vendel Chaudron 1909-1944

Generation: 1
Confirmed by DNA: Yes

Dorothy Denig was born in 1890 in Quincy Illinois. See Kate Denig’s entry for the girl’s travels after their
mother’s death.
Dorothy married Paul De Vendel Chaudron in 1909 in Atlanta Georgia, and they had three children.
They remained in Atlanta for a while, but by 1920 they were living in Manhattan. They then moved to
Rutherford, New Jersey, to Mobile, Alabama, and to Tampa, Florida. By 1941, they were living in
Greensboro, North Carolina.
Paul died in 1944. Dorothy died in 1978.
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The Harry Family
The earliest immigrants of the Denig ancestors came to Pennsylvania in 1664. They were Quakers. Some
of the family names were Few, Harry, and Brinton.
Quakerism2 arose in the 1650s in England. It held that God was in all people, and that all people were
created equal. It also endorsed pacificism. Quakers organized themselves into groups called Meetings,
and their services were not led by ministers, as they had none. The administrative affairs of the
Meetings were organized by the members of the Meeting. The Quakers kept excellent records of events
related to their Meeting.
Quakers in England were seen as a threat by the government. They did not follow the state religion,
which made authorities suspect them. The Quaker belief that all people were equal – that a weaver was
the equal of the king or his nobles. This challenged the hierarchical English order. Women were also
treated as equals within the religion, which was offensive to many traditional religions and customs.
While we now think of Quakers as quiet soft-spoken pacifists, some early Quakers were fierce advocates
for equality. Some marched into churches, where they denounced ministers as “dumb dogs” and
“hirelings”. Others refused to remove their hats before magistrates or other superiors, or to swear
oaths.
The English government passed the Act of Uniformity law in 1662, which required the use of the
Anglican Book of Common Prayer in all religious services. Government persecution of the Quaker
religion quickly followed. People were fined for not attending Church of England services and then
imprisoned when they refused to pay the fines. Some 15,000 Quakers were jailed in England between
1660 and 1685. Many American colonies were also not religiously tolerant. Quakers were persecuted
and punished in New England. Quakers were hung in Boston.
In 1681, King Charles II gave a charter to establish a colony in America to William Penn, a prominent
Quaker with political connections. Charles II hoped that moving Quakers to Pennsylvania would remove
the problem of their religious dissent in England.
The first wave of settlers to Pennsylvania came in 1684, which included the Denig ancestors Hugh Harry
and William Brinton. The Harry family was from Wales, and William Penn had promised the Welsh a
separate area of settlement where they could speak their own language, rule themselves, and follow
their own customs. These promises were broken quickly, and the Welsh and English settlers
intermingled.
Elizabeth Brinton married Hugh Harry in 1686, two years after their immigration. She was a daughter of
an Englishman, William Brinton.

2

Also called the Society of Friends
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The tree below shows Jane Kirby Harry’s ancestors. Jane is the grandmother of Kate and Dorothy Denig.

Ancestors of Jane Kirby Harry (mother of Howard Denig)
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Ancestors
Hugh Harry (Elder)
1661-1760

Parents Unknown

m. Elizabeth Brinton 1665-1715

Generation: 8

Immigrated: 1684
Confirmed by DNA: Unknown. Not accurate this many generations back.

Hugh Harry and his brother David arrived in Philadelphia on September 17, 1684, on the ship “Vine”,
which sailed from Wales. There were about 60 passengers on the ship.
Hugh appeared in various records with the last names Harry and Harris. He was a weaver. Born in 1661,
he was about 23 when he arrived.
He attended the Radnor Meeting (a Quaker “parish”), which is still an active Quaker Meeting, located in
what is now in the town of Villanova. In 1686, there are several entries in the Radnor Meeting minutes
about Hugh and Daniel Harry. The Harry brothers asked if anyone could help their parents in England,
and that if so, they would repay them from the “growth or product of this Countrey”.
Some researchers claim that Hugh’s father was Harry Thomas Owen, from Macclinleth (now
Machynlleth) in Wales. I cannot confirm that.
Hugh Harry and Elizabeth Brinton declared their intention to marry in the Chichester Meeting in 1686.
Elizabeth was also an early Quaker immigrant, arriving in Pennsylvania from Sedgely, Staffordshire,
England in 1684 with her parents and siblings.
In the early settlement period, there were not always permanent buildings for churches or meeting
houses. The Chichester Meeting met in peoples’ homes until 1688, two years after Hugh and Elizabeth
married. They probably declared their marriage in someone’s home.
Hugh received 250 acres of land from Elizabeth’s father, William Brinton. Hugh and Elizabeth settled in
Birmingham, Pennsylvania. They had nine children. In addition to farming, Hugh was a weaver.
Hugh died in 1708, about 47 years old. In his will, Hugh appointed his wife Elizabeth his executrix, and
left five pounds to each of his children when they reached the age of 21. He left his loom to his son
Evan.

Hugh Harry
1691-1760

Son of Hugh Harry and Elizabeth Brinton

m. Elizabeth Wickersham 1708-1788

Generation: 7
Confirmed by DNA: Yes

Hugh Harry was born in 1691. He married Elizabeth Wickersham in the early 1730s in Kennett,
Pennsylvania. Elizabeth was born in Pennsylvania. Her father, a Quaker, emigrated to Pennsylvania from
Bolney, Sussex, England in 1700.
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Hugh was only mentioned occasionally in the Quaker Meeting Notes for Kennett, where he and his
family lived. It 1742 he was accused of drinking, but the outcome of the accusation is not clear. He and
Elizabeth had eight children.
Upon his death in 1760, his will provided for each of his children, with the majority of the estate going to
his oldest son, Evan.

James Harry
1741-1799

Son of Hugh Harry and
Elizabeth Wickersham

m. 1) Margrete Seede b. 1744

Generation: 6

Direct Ancestor

Confirmed by DNA: Assumed

m. 2) Sarah (birth name unknown)

James Harry, Hugh’s son, was born in 1741. James was about 20 years old when he received 10 acres of
land in his father’s will. James was a member of the Quaker Kennett Meeting in 1763, when he was
accused of having “carnal relations” with his wife before marriage. There were a variety of accusations,
withdrawal of accusations, and finally he was accused of being married to his wife, Margrete Seede (or
Seidt), by a “priest”. (To the Quakers at this time, a priest was any clergyman, as they did not have
religious leaders.) This meant that he had married her outside of the Quaker community, which was not
usually allowed. Eventually, he was allowed to remain a Quaker.
By 1768, James had moved to Pennsbury, Pennsylvania, and over the next 20 years he farmed and
acquired about 600 acres of land. He was also a cordwainer, a shoemaker. He and Margrete had at least
2 children. After Margrete’s death, he married a woman named Sarah, with whom he had a daughter.
He is rarely mentioned in the Quaker Meeting Notes.
Upon his death in 1799, he left the use of his land and goods to his wife Sarah and provided for his
young daughter with Sarah. His son Titus received his clothes. Titus would have received the remainder
of his father’s estate, if his half-sister had died before reaching the age of 21. There are no records to
suggest this happened.

Titus Harry
~1767-~1835

Son of James Harry and Margrete Seede

m. Catherine Rowles b.1765

Generation: 5
Confirmed by DNA: Yes

Titus Harry was born about 1767. He was about 9 at the start of the American Revolution, and there are
no records that suggest that he or his father participated in the war. However, living in what was almost
frontier territory had its own risks, as frontier towns were still subject to Native American raids, which
during the American Revolution were sometimes encouraged by the British. At the end of the
Revolution, people started pushing further westward. Titus Harry was one of those people.
Titus married Catherine Rowles sometime in the mid to late 1780s, since in the 1790 census, they had
three children. Catherine was descended from several early Quaker immigrant families and was quite
active in her local Quaker Meeting. In 1790, Titus and Catherine lived in Fannett, Pennsylvania.
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In 1794, Titus bought 400 acres of land in Springfield, Pennsylvania, at 5 shillings3 per acre. The land,
which was further west, may have been for investment, as Titus continued to live in Fannett. After the
American Revolution, there was a lot of expansion westward, and many people speculated in buying
land to sell to new settlers.
In addition to farming, he was a shoemaker, like his father. He and Catherine had at least five children.
Titus was alive in 1835, aged about 68, as he was listed in the Pennsylvania census. There is no death
information or will for him or for Catherine.

Silas Harry
1789-1845

Son of Titus Harry and Catherine Rowles

m. Jane Kirby 1795-1874

Generation: 4
Confirmed by DNA: Yes

Silas Harry was born about 1789. He married Jane Kirby sometime before 1817, when their first known
child was born. Jane’s father Thomas Kirby was a noted educator in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania,
running an academy from 1790-1815. He also held various town government roles, including Associate
Surveyor.
Silas Harry was a well-known bridge builder. Some of his bridges can still be seen. There is not a lot of
information about him, but there is a newspaper account that in 1828 he supported a dinner to
celebrate the anniversary of Andrew Jackson’s battle of New Orleans. Andrew Jackson ran for President
that year, so this dinner was probably a political event.

3

Even though the American Revolution was over, some people still used the British currency notation, rather than
the American dollars and cents. Many American documents in the 1790s and early 1800s still used the British
currency.
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Elders Bridge, Franklin County PA & plaque mentioning Silas as builder

Silas and Jane had at least two children. In the 1840 census, they had 5 people who were probably their
children living with them. There was also one black man living with them, who in the 1842 state census
was described as a freeman.
Silas died in 1845, while Jane lived until 1874.

Jane Kirby Harry
1817-1861

Daughter of Silas Harry and Jane Kirby

m. Robert McClintock Denig 18131893

Generation: 3
Confirmed by DNA: Yes

Jane Kirby Harry was born in 1817 in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania.
She married Robert McClintock Denig in 1838. By 1850 they were living in Columbus, Ohio. They had
eight children. Jane died in 1861. Her child, Howard Denig, was the father of Kate and Dorothy Denig.
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The Jeckyll & Burtchaell Families
Harriet Jeckyll married Howard Denig and was the mother of Kate and Dorothy Denig. Her father was
George Jeckyll and her mother was Dora Burtchaell. There are only a few generations known of both
families, so are all are included. After the many generations in the ancestral trees for the Denigs and
Harrys, the Jeckyll and Burtchaell trees look short. The reason is simple: Irish records before about 1750
are scarce.
The name Jeckyll (also Jeckyl, Jakal, Jekell, Jeckael) is rare in Ireland. This is because the family was not
Irish, but originally from Germany. the Jeckylls were descendants of German Palatine ancestors who
had been moved to Ireland by the English government in 1710.
The English government had been trying to assist “the poor Palatines” whose homeland had been
devastated by religious wars, and who were Protestant. Some of the Palatine emigrants were relocated
by English leaders to the American colonies, and others were placed in England and Ireland. The
Palatines in Ireland were settled on the estates of Protestant landholders, paying much lower rents than
the native Irish people. The Jeckylls settled in Old Ross, in Wexford, and were members of the Church of
Ireland.
In 1845, the potato crop in Ireland failed due to the potato blight, which destroyed about half the crop.
Over the next five years, the potato crop continued to be poor. The Irish farmers depended on potatoes
as their main food source, and over a million people died. About another million emigrated between
1846-1852, many going to the United States. People in the United States did not welcome the Irish
immigrants with open arms. They complained there were too many of them and they were too poor and
uneducated.
George Jeckyll immigrated to New York City in 1853, with his mother, four siblings, and several other
family members. They had left Ireland from Waterford on the ship “Laurence Forristall”, which carried

emigrants to New York and Quebec on various voyages.

Advertisement for the ship “Laurence Forristal”
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George married Dora Burtchaell in 1853, the same year that he arrived. Dora’s parents were Edward
Burtchaell and his wife Sarah Tunstead Burtchaell, who traveled from Ireland to New York n 1849 with
their five children. They immediately settled in New Jersey,
Unlike the majority of the Irish immigrants, neither the Jeckyll nor Burtchaell family was Catholic. The
Jeckylls had become members of the Church of Ireland after moving to Ireland. The Church of Ireland is
a Protestant denomination, and like the US Episcopalian Church is affiliated with the Church of England.
Evidence suggests that Edward Burtchaell and his wife Sarah Tunstead, the parents of George’s wife
Dora, were also probably Protestant. Sarah was baptized in a Church of Ireland parish in Leighlin, and
some of their children were baptized in an Episcopalian church in the United States.

Tree
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Ancestors - Jeckyll
George Jeckyll (Elder)
1790-1866

Parents unknown

m. Anna Flood 1800-1888

Generation: 4

Immigration for Anna:1853

Confirmed by DNA: No

George Jeckyll was probably born around 1790 in Old Ross, Wexford, Ireland.4 He married Anna Flood,
and they had at least 5 children. In 1853, Anna and the children emigrated to the US. George may have
been too old or too sick to emigrate. George probably died in 18665.
In 1870, Anna was living with her daughter Elizabeth Jeckyll Cushman in Washington DC. Two of Anna’s
other daughters were also living with the Cushmans. In 1880 she lived with her son George in Ottawa,
Illinois. She died in 1888 in Washington DC.

George Jeckyll
1830-1909

Son of George Jeckyll and Anna Flood

m. Dora Burchtaell

Generation: 3

Immigration:1853

Confirmed by DNA: Yes

George Jeckyll was born in March 1830 in Ireland, probably near Old Ross, Wexford. He emigrated to the
United States, arriving in New York in 1853. He married Dora Burtchaell in 1853 in New Jersey. They had
seven children.
By 1860, he and his family had moved to Ottawa, Illinois.
Anna Jeckyll Hornick and her family lived also lived in Ottawa, Illinois. The exact relationship between
Anna and George is unclear, but her birth name was Jeckyll, so she might have been a sister, aunt, or
cousin. One researcher indicates that she was his aunt, but I have not seen records to prove that. Anna’s
husband Peter Hornick was from Old Ross in Ireland, as was George. Given the rarity of the name Jeckyll,
and that Anna’s husband was from the same town as George, and that LaSalle had a population of under
1,000 in 1860, George’s decision to move to Ottawa was probably because he had family there. It was
common for recent immigrants to move to where they knew someone.
George was originally a carpenter and was later described as a builder and contractor. He became a US
citizen in 1860.
George was financially successful. In 1870 he owned a house worth $5000. The family moved several
times later in their lives. They were in Newton Kansas in 1885, Waco, Kansas in 1895, and Ninnescah,
Kansas by 1900. In 1900, their granddaughters Kate Denig and Dorothy Denig (daughters of Harriet

5

George’s birth and death date are based on a death record in 1866 that gives his age as 76. It is likely to be the
same person who had children with Anna, but the evidence is slim. Many researchers claim his parents are George
Jeckyll and Elizabeth Whitney, but I have found no records.
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Jeckyll Denig) were living with them. By 1903 George, his wife, and his eldest daughter Dorcas Emily
were living in Atlanta, Georgia.
He died on February 13, 1909 and was buried near Atlanta, Georgia. Dora died in 1917, and is buried
with him.

Harriet Jeckyll
1863-1885

Daughter of George Jeckyll and Dora Burchtaell

m. Howard Denig

Generation: 2
Confirmed by DNA: Yes

Harriet Jeckyll was born in 1863 in La Salle, Illinois. She married Howard Elliot Denig in August 1885
in La Salle, Illinois. They had two children: Kate and Dorothy Denig. She died on May 1895 in Quincy,
Illinois, aged 33.

Ancestors - Burtchaell
The family name has been spelled in many ways, including Burchill, Birchell, and Burtchill. This makes
accurate identification difficult.

Edward Burtchaell
1801-1851

Parents unknown

m. Sarah Tunstead ~1801-1851

Generation: 4

Immigration Date: 1849

Confirmed by DNA: Yes

Edward Burtchaell was born in Ireland in about 1801. He married Sarah Tunstead in 1825.
Edward arrived in New York City in 1849 with his wife and five children. On the passenger list, he
indicated that the family was planning to go to New Jersey, and they settled in Newark, New Jersey. In
the 1850 census, they were living in the same house as the Tunstead family. This was Sarah’s brother,
wife, and children
Edward and Sarah died in 1851 in New Jersey.

Dora Burtchaell
1827-1917

Daughter of Edward Burtchaell and Sarah Tunstead

m. George Jeckyll 1830-1909

Generation: 3

Immigration Date: 1849

Confirmed by DNA: Yes

Dora Burtchaell was born in Ireland in 1827. She arrived with her parents and family in New York City in
1849 at the height of the Irish Potato Famine emigration. She married George Jeckyll in 1853 in New
Jersey. By 1860 she was living in Ottawa, Illinois. They had seven children, including Harriet Jeckyll.
Harriet is described in the Jeckyll Family.
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The family moved several times. They were in Newton, Kansas in 1885, Waco, Kansas in 1895, and
Ninnescah, Kansas by 1900. In 1900, their granddaughters Kate Denig and Dorothy Denig (daughters of
Harriet) were living with them. By 1903 George, his wife and his eldest daughter Dorcas Emily were
living in Atlanta, Georgia.
Dora died in 1917 in Atlanta, Georgia where her daughter Dorcas Jeckyll also lived.
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About DNA Links
DNA matches can help confirm the records that show family relationships. DNA testing compares the
DNA of two people alive today and see if they have any DNA in common. If they do, then their family
trees are compared to see if they have any ancestors in common. If they share an ancestor, then it’s
likely that the DNA they both have comes from that common ancestor.

Samples of DNA Matches
For the DNA matches shown in this genealogy, Geoff Arnold, Kate Denig’s grandson, submitted DNA to
ancestry.com. If there’s a DNA match for one of his direct ancestors, it means that someone else who is
descended from that ancestor has DNA that matches Geoff’s. For example, in this picture, Geoff and
Donna Davis have a matching section of DNA, and are both descended from Harriet Jeckyll Denig,
Howard Denig’s wife. Geoff is descended through Kate Denig, and Donna is descended through Dorothy
Denig.

One of the surprises from DNA testing is that sometimes the father who appears in legal documents is
not the biological father. There are several possible scenarios. Sometimes, it’s a matter of incomplete
records. A couple may raise a child who is from the wife’s previous marriage, or who is a grandchild. If
there are no records to show the wife’s first marriage or the grandchild’s birth, the DNA results may look
odd.
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The other obvious scenario is when a child in the is not a child of the father. Researchers call this an NPE,
“Non-Parental Event”. One way to assess whether an NPE has happened is to look further back in the
family tree for DNA matches.
Here is a DNA match between Geoff Arnold and three other people. The ancestor they have in common
is George Denig, Howard’s grandfather. If Geoff shares George Denig’s DNA with other people who are
descended from George, then Geoff is clearly inheriting some Denig DNA. Howard Denig is the father of
Kate Denig.
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DNA Matches
The Denig, Harry, and Jeckyll lines are strongly confirmed by DNA matches. There are DNA matches that
confirm Geoff has DNA from some of the very early members of the family: Johann Peter Denig,
Johann’s father-in-law Johann Michael Gundacker, and Titus Harry. These are people born in the early
1700s. They are 7 or 8 generations away from Geoff. It’s very fortunate to have such good information.
For example, Johann Peter Denig is one of Geoff’s 6th great-grandparents.
The next two pages show confirmed DNA matches on the Denig line and the Jeckyll line, as of April 2020.
A yellow box is a confirmed match. What is unusual in these lines is how many lines have confirmed
matches. The DNA provides very clear evidence that the records and documents that support the family
history are correct.
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DNA Matches for Geoff Arnold - Denig Line
Generation
1st

= DNA Match
2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

7th

Johann Peter Denig
Ludwig Denig
George Denig

Phillipa
Johann M Gundacker

Robert Denig

Barbara Gundacker
Margaret Seidt
Eliza McClintock

Kate Denig

John McClintock

Howard Denig
Hugh Harry
James Harry
Titus Harry
Silas Harry

Elizabeth Brinton
Margaret Seede
Hezekiah Rowles

Jane Harry

Catherine Rowles
Elizabeth Rowles
Jane Kirby

Thomas Kirby
Jane Withney
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DNA Matches for Geoff Arnold - Jeckyll Line
=DNA Match

Generation
1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

George Jeckyll
George Jeckyll

Anna Flood
Kate Denig

Harriet Jeckyll

Edward Burtchaell
Dora Burtchaell
Thomas Tunstead
Sarah Tunstead
Dora Tunstead
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